
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY 14th May 2023 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

8.00am  No service 
9.00am  Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am  Holy Communion (Church) 
12.00pm  Burial of ashes – Ivan & Julie Saunders 

 
                            THURSDAY 18th May 

10.30am  Liturgy for Ascension Day with Holy Communion 
(Church) 

 
PRAYER FOR TODAY 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
  



 

NEWS 
 
 
VICARAGE VIEWS – 14th May 
 
Ivan and Julie – We warmly welcome the family and friends of Ivan and Julie 
Saunders, who gather on Sunday to lay Julie and Ivan’s remains to rest in the 
churchyard. Ivan’s long association with the church, especially as tower captain, and 
his work in the wider bell ringing community, is fondly remembered. Julie played a 
quieter but active part, too, missing only one of our monthly coffee shops in over 10 
years and baking many cakes to add to supplies. 
 
The final lines of Henry Wilder’s 1904 bell ringing hymn seem apt as we align 
ourselves faithfully with the order and truth of our Saviour: 
 
Our lives, like bells, while changing,  
An ordered course pursue;  
Through joys and sorrows ranging,  
May all those lives ring true.  
May we, through Christ forgiven,  
Our faults and failures past,  
Attain our place in heaven,  
Called home to rest at last. 
 
Congratulations – to Merryn and Jon, whose wedding is/was on Saturday. From 
the perspective of writing this on Friday, the weather forecast is good. It’s the first 
wedding of the year in St Mary’s. Three more are booked for July, September and 
October. I am also looking forward to conducting a 50th anniversary renewal of vows 
in June. With so many venues now licensed for Civil marriage ceremonies, churches 
don’t have the allure they once had. On the other hand, with the options available, 
those who choose a church for their marriage service do so because it’s important to 
them, rather than incidental. We thank Merryn and Jon for the beautiful flowers 
remaining in church that we can all enjoy. 
 
Anniversary Cards – Thank you to Iris Knott, who for many years has been quietly 
sending anniversary cards to those who have been baptised at St Mary’s. It’s time 
for a change and we are looking for someone to take this on from Iris. Let me know 
if you might be interested and we can chat about the details. 
 
Ascension Day – on Thursday, falls 40 days after Easter. I look forward to 
presiding at the Holy Communion in church at 10.30am. The creeds remind us the 
our Lord Jesus Christ ‘ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.’ Elsewhere the Church teaches that God’s Son ‘was exalted to 
the throne of God as our advocate and intercessor; and that he will come as our 
judge and saviour.’ The physical absence of the embodied Son of God maximises 
the spiritual presence of the gift of the Holy Spirit. As with the resurrection of Jesus, 



the answers to the mysteries of the ascension are not found by looking up or back 
but by looking within, to the world-to-hand, and to our immediate prospects of 
serving almighty God ‘with power from on high.’ Once common Ascension Day 
traditions, like ‘beating the bounds’, continue to fade. The festival is much ignored 
and overlooked. Perhaps something important is being lost. Meanwhile, the loosely 
associated customs of ‘well dressing’, a kind of blessing, still thrive in parts of 
Derbyshire and begin around Ascensiontide. Tony 
 
FLOWERS IN CHURCH 
The Altar flowers this week have been donated by Rachel & Matt Wilkinson and the 
family of Ivan & Julie in their memory as their ashes are buried together in the 
churchyard today. 
 
HELEN & BRUCE WEDDING 
As most of you already know Bruce and I are getting married on Saturday 29th July, 
here at St Marys at 2:15pm. We would really love it if you would like to join us for the 
marriage service.  Unfortunately, we’re unable to invite you all along to the reception 
afterwards, but would be delighted if, on Sunday 30th July, you would like to share 
some bubbles and cake with us after the 10:30 service. Helen 
 
SUNDAY CLUB AND YAC : Sunday Club meet this Sunday  14 May. The topic is 
Living Truth based on John 14: 15- 21. Sunday Club meets on the second and 
fourth Sunday from 10.30 am and YAC from 6.00 pm on the fourth Sunday in the 
Church Rooms. If your family has a child aged 3 – 12 years old who is interested in 
joining Sunday Club or a young person in School Year 7 or above who is interested 
in joining YAC, please get in touch.  
sundayclub@sendparishchurch.co.uk        yac@sendparishchurch.co.uk  
 
SEND MAY FAIR 
A very big THANK YOU to everyone who supported last Monday's May Fair and for 
the delicious cakes provided for one of the stalls.   Thanks must also go to the 16 
(yes, you read that correctly!) volunteers who helped with St Mary's stalls.  The 
whole job of erecting gazebos, preparing the decorations and signs, running the 
stalls and games, and then the clearing up, was all made so much easier with so 
many willing hands.  Hopefully the promoting of our community activities will prove 
productive. This was the main purpose of our stalls this year, so the amount of 
£175.70 raised for church funds was a bonus! Thank you. 
The Treasure Hunt game was won by our very own Pauline Fava - congratulations 
Pauline!" 
 
CLEANING TEAM 
Thanks to the cleaning team this week who, not only cleaned throughout the church 
but also tackled the Lytch Gate.  The gates of which were covered in pigeon 
droppings.  A great deal of elbow grease however failed to clear the gates 
completely.  Does anyone have any Old Wives solution to this?  We are currently 
following up on a couple of ideas but would welcome more. 
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MOWERS 
Our thanks too go to James and to Roger and Lynda who ensured the grass around 
the church was mowed and looking at its best.  Thanks also to James who cleared 
the path of weeds and to Lorna who blasted the remainder with the flame thrower! 
 
NEW - BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
A new Bible Study Group will be starting shortly for a 6-week course initially.  This 
will be hosted in a member's home with refreshments, one evening a week from 
19.30-21.00, and will take the form of selected study and discussion.  Currently, we 
are favouring a Wednesday evening, but hope to arrange a time that suits everyone 
who is interested in joining. 
We are all called to share our faith and enjoy fellowship with one another, to offer 
support and encouragement through life's challenges, and to grow in faith.  No 
matter how little you feel able to offer or contribute, your support and prayer are 
needed and valued. 
It would be helpful to know if others would like to join this group.  If you are 
interested, please contact Christine Acock at acockchristine@gmail.com or text to 
07513999112. 
 
CHURCHYARD WORKPARTY 
Thank you to the individuals who came to assist down in the churchyard last 
Tuesday.  We had a dry afternoon despite dire weather predictions and were most 
productive with finishing the clearing the path. weeding the flower beds, strimming 
and helping the mowers by mowing the paths and some of the longer areas behind 
the church.   The next workparty is on the 13th June from 2.00-4.00pm.  Whatever 
time you can spare on the 13th would be most welcome.  We will also be getting the 
church ready for the Open Gardens weekend and will have an afternoon of setting 
up on Friday 10th from 2.00pm.  If you can help please let Linda or Rachel know. 
All the activity this week has ensured our Wedding couple Merryn and Jon will have 
the best day in our beautifully kept church and surroundings. 
 
NEW COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED 
We are looking to expand our Coffee Servers team and would like a few more 
volunteers please. 
Helen and myself will be coming off the rota due to our new churchwarden 
commitments. Ideally two or three more helpers would be greatly appreciated. This 
would mean each person will only need to do one Sunday a month. If you are 
interested please come and chat with Helen or myself.  Rachel 
 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 14-20 MAY 
Thank you to all who volunteered to deliver envelopes. There will be a 
commissioning of volunteers by Tony, for all those able to attend church on 14th 
May. There are numerous ways to give this year both digitally and in person. Do 
come and support the afternoon tea in the Church Rooms 2.30-4pm and bring your 
friends too. There will be a quiz, a bring and buy bric-a-brac table and a children's 
corner. Look forward to seeing you. Cakes are always welcome.  Thanks, Kate 
222176 
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GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL COFFEE CONCERTS: The programme for this year is 
on the Church notice board. The next concert is on Thursday 18 May, when a 
pianist and a cellist will be playing. If you would like a lift please contact me as I 
intend to go. Coffee is served from 10.30 am and the concert starts at 11.15 am. 
There is no charge for either but donations are welcomed. There is a well stocked 
Fair Trade stall in the cathedral on Coffee Concert mornings, selling items from a 
range of Fair Trade sources including Embrace the Middle East and Divine.  Sally 
01483 223725 
 
CHURCH ROOMS: Please get in touch if you would like to discuss a booking: 
churchroom@sendparishchurch.co.uk   Sally 
 
COFFEE SHOP 
The next Coffee Shop will be tomorrow Monday 15th May when the stall will be 
Plants & Gardening and the proceeds will go to L'Arche Communities.  Any offers for 
the stall can be given to Ann or Christine, or brought along on the day. 
L'Arche creates communities of shared lives between people with and without 
learning disabilities, from which they work together for a more human society. They 
support around 300 adults with a learning disability in the United Kingdom. They 
recognise and respect the individuality of the people they support. They help 
individuals and their families choose a way of life that feels right for them. What 
matters most is that people with learning disabilities are supported to live in ways 
that give them life. Together and as individuals L'Arche actively participates in the 
life of their neighbourhoods, of faith and campaign groups, of places of work, 
learning and fun, and in their towns, cities and nations. Every L'Arche Community 
celebrates people with learning disability, creates circles of support around them, 
and offers a place to belong for people with and without disability. 
Need a lift to the Coffee Shop? Then ring Kate on 222176 after 9am on the day and 
she will see if she can help 
 
WORLD FAIR TRADE DAY 
Saturday 13 May is World Fair Trade Day, a day dedicated to 
promoting equitable trade practices and empowering communities 
worldwide. Until 29 May Ethical Superstore are offering a 20% 
discount on a number of Fairtrade products. The minimum order for 
free delivery is £50 so perhaps you could make a joint purchase 
with someone else. 
https://www.ethicalsuperstore.com 
 
‘SMALL STEPS’ THE NEW PARENT AND TOTS GROUP FOR SEND 
Calling all parents and carers with pre-school children 
The next sessions of ‘Small Steps’ will be on 22nd May 2023.   This is a great 
opportunity for children to socialize and play and for parents/carers to share a cup of 
tea and chat.  If you would like to become involved, either as a parent, carer, or 
helper, please contact Christine by email or text:  acockchristine@gmail.com or 
07513999112 
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STROLLERS AND STRIDERS 
We will be meeting again at the gazebo on the recreation ground at 2pm on 
Wednesday 24th May.  Further dates for 2023 are 21st June and 19th July.  Do come 
along and join us, whether it’s for a stroll or a longer walk.  All routes will be local 
and end up at the Church Room where we can be refreshed with tea  
and cake!  
 
COACH TRIP TO WORTHING Wednesday 12th July 
The Over Sixties Club will be travelling to Worthing by coach for their outing this 
year. We have some spare seats on the coach! If you are interested, please contact 
Christine at chris@lavenderfamily.com and she will send you a booking form. The 
cost of the outing is £25 per person. There will be five pick-up points in the village, 
starting at 10am at the New Inn, enabling us to be on our way down to Worthing by 
10.15am. For those of you who haven't been that way before there's a wealth of 
interesting places to visit, apart from the shops, the seaside itself and its wonderful 
pier.  The day will be your own to explore and enjoy, taking either a picnic for lunch, 
or finding one of the many eateries 
 
SEND MOTHERS UNION 
There will be no meeting in May because of all the Bank Holidays, The next meeting 
for members and invited guests will be a garden party on Monday 5th June. For 
more information about the Mothers Union please speak to Beth - 01483 222193 or 
email shutters253@gmail.com  
 
OPEN GARDENS SEND Saturday 10th to 11th June – 
St. Mary’s will be open both the Saturday and Sunday afternoon and we are hoping 
that you would be able to provide a planted up pot as we did last year to lead visitors 
into the Church. Tickets are available now.  They cost £5 for one person and £10 for 
two. Children under 16 are free. There will be tickets in church on Sunday.  St 
Mary’s will receive some of the proceeds from the event.  
 
OPEN GARDEN – SALLY H 
I have 10 tickets to sell, as well, as I will be opening my garden at 9 Orchard Way. It 
is far from being a show garden but it would be lovely to welcome you on Saturday 
10th June from 11am to 5pm or Sunday 11th June from 2 to 5 pm. There will be some 
garden games available for all ages to use and some plants for sale. I will have the 
tickets with me in church Sally 
 
ANOTHER OPEN GARDEN 
Penny Corlett is also opening her Garden this special weekend and will also have 
tickets! 
 
There are many other local Send Gardens Open over this weekend.  A great chance 
to gather new ideas and see what plants work in our soil.  
 
 



HOLIDAY BREAK 
I am away for a few days and Christine is kindly taking on the newsletter for the next 
two weekends.  We are hoping to trial the old single sheet leaflet style Newsletter. 
Christine may well try it out next weekend.  We shall see how much copy there is.  
Please send anything for the Newsletter to Christine at 
editor@sendparishchurch.co.uk. 
 
 

            Thursday 18th May  
 10.30am 

Liturgy for Ascension Day with Holy              
Communion (Church) 

  

 

 

 

CHURCH RESTORATION FUND:  We continue to need to raise money in respect 
of the upkeep of the fabric of St. Mary’s Church, Send.  Our grateful thanks and 
appreciation go to the Send Community and to others for their continued generous 
support of our Restoration Fund.  This is an on-going mission and with support we 
are able to keep the church building sound for future generations and that is 
priceless.  Thank you. 
Donations can be made via our website (see above), or via Tony at the  
Vicarage. Please mark your Donation with ‘Restoration Fund 
 
SERVICE COLLECTION MONIES 
Giving money to the Church is an expression of gratitude to God as well as a 
practical necessity for ‘contributing to the needs of the saints’ (Romans 12.13). 
If you value your parish church being available you’ll understand it needs active 
involvement and finance. Costs are increasing and the church relies on fund raising 
activities and donations. In 2023 our Parish Share is due to increase to £78,388 
(£1500 each week). This pays for a priest, clergy housing, training, and various 
kinds of diocesan support. Costs of ministry, community and school support, energy, 
utilities, administration and maintenance are all extra. 
Taxpayers are encouraged to make use of Gift Aid, which adds 20% to a donation. 
As cash declines, please consider setting up a regular standing order. Details can 
be provided on request. 
We also have an online Just Giving account – search for ‘Send Parish Church’ or 
https://www.justgiving.com/sendpcc 
We fund the Church, not the Government or grants. Those who want the church 
need to pay for it.  
We also have a page on the JustGiving website – look on the home page of our church 
website, sendparishchurch.co.uk, where you’ll find the link. This safe online method 
is used to raise funds for necessary church maintenance and repairs rather than day-
to-day ministerial running costs. Both are essential. 
If you have the means, please also consider supporting the church through a legacy,  
which can bring blessing and encouragement long after death.  
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DIARY 

We welcome enquiries about Baptism, Thanksgiving for Birth, Confirmation, 
Weddings, Marriage Blessings, Anniversaries, Memorials, Commemorations, House 
Blessings, and Special Celebrations. 
 
 
Monday 15th May 
10.00am  Coffee Shop in the Church Rooms 
 

18 May  ASCENSION DAY 
10.30am  Liturgy for Ascension Day with Holy Communion (Church) 

 
Saturday 20th May 
2.00pm  50th Anniversary Renewal of Marriage Vows 
2.30-4.00pm Afternoon Tea in the Church Rooms in support of Christian Aid eek 
 

21 May  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

8.00am  Holy Communion BCP (Church) 
9.00am  Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am  Holy Baptism at Holy Communion (Church) - James Emmerson 
12.15pm  Holy Baptism (Church) - Oliver Buesnel 
 
Monday 22nd May 
10.00am Small Steps meet in the Church Rooms 
Wednesday 24th May 
9.30am Cleaning in Church 
2.00pm Strollers and Striders meet on the Recreation Grounds and in the 

Church Rooms later. 
 

28 May DAY OF PENTECOST 

8.00am No service 
9.00am Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am Holy Communion (Church) 
 
Wednesday, 31st May 
2.00pm Craft and Chat in the Church Rooms 
 

4 June TRINITY SUNDAY 

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (Church) 
9.00am Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am Holy Communion (Church) 
 
 
Contact Linda Mumford on 225425 or news@sendparishchurch.co.uk with any queries or 
with news for publication 
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